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Unspeaking Likeness is a series of images of foren-

sic facial reconstruction sculptures. Occasionally, 

when investigators call for it, shortly after an 

unidentified corpse (or part thereof ) is found, a 

forensic artists constructs an artificial face made 

of clay or plaster to better aid in victim identi-

fication. 

“We are all too aware that when we die, the flesh 

goes. Memories of us may die more quickly or slowly, 

depending on how we were known and loved. But 

in both cases no one escapes decay. The transition 

between flesh and dust is, to those of us who witness 

any part of it, a nightmare. What is there beneath the 

skin that love or friendship would ever wish to see? 

And when the matter reveals itself to anyone but a 

surgeon, and moreover when it is rotting, it becomes 

an observer’s enemy. This is hardly putting the case 

too strongly. Our life-force naturally denies its own 

finitude and with all its horrified strength rejects 

evidence of futurity.” 

-from the essay by William T. Vollmann
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About  Arne Svenson

Arne Svenson’s sensibility was formed, in part, by 

his early work as a therapist/educator working with 

severely disabled children. His vision embraces the 

unusual, idiosyncratic nature of people, places and 

things, representing them with beauty, clarity and 

reverence. He creates much of his work within the 

controlled environment of the studio and even 

when Svenson ventures out to record the world, the 

aspects and confines of similarly enclosed environ-

ments inform his imagery. For the project Unspeaking 

Likeness, Svenson spent four years traveling around 

the country and Mexico to coroner’s offices and law 

enforcement agencies photographing examples of 

forensic reconstructions in classic portraiture style.

About Twin Palms

For more than thirty years Twin Palms has been pro-

ducing some of the finest art and photography books 

available. Beautifully designed and printed, the books 

have never ceased impressing viewers for their chal-

lenging and provocative content, and for their sheer 

beauty as objects. We hope to present an artist’s 

finest work in books whose quality will be evident to 

those who appreciate the craft of fine bookmaking. 

High-quality papers and printing, small print runs, 

and award-winning design assure the long-lasting 

value and collectability of each volume.
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